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himself perform, and necessarily so; because when
God sends special messengers to men, if he ever
do, he must verify the fact by such credentials
as shall compel acceptance; and these, in the
nature of the case, must be the performance of
works in the sight of men such as none but God
can do.

To illustrate this point, let us go back to Old
Testament history. Moses was a divinely com-
missioned messenger sent to Pharaoh, king of
Egypt. He appeared before the haughty mon-
arch with this extraordinary information: " The
God of the Hebrews hath sent me to thec, O
Pharaoh, to demand the release of his people from,
that severe bondage in which thou hast enthrall-
ed them/' The tyrant was superstitious, and from
the boldness of the stranger probably thought it
best to be cautious. Instead of seizing Moses and
his more eloquent brother, and treating them with
that indignity or violence which might have been
expected from such a man, he thought proper to
say in the outset something that might, as he
would naturally think, quench their ardor. " If
thou art a commissioner from heaven, give me
some proof of thy authority." This was a reason-
able requirement, and no sooner said than done.
Aaron threw down his rod upon the ground, and
it became a serpent. Tins was sufficiently start-
ling, and reduced the king to a commendable
degree of meekness; but not trusting to his own
bewildered wits, while anxious to discover whether
this astonishing transformation was really an evi-
dence of divine authority or the effect of magic, to